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It has been a year of remarkable natural disasters – hurricanes and floods in Texas,
Louisiana, Florida, South Carolina, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, in addition to
earthquakes, avalanches and landslides in Africa, Asia and South America. Thousands of
lives have been lost and tens of thousands have been displaced, living without electricity,
sanitation and clean water.
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In this season of joy, as we await the coming of Jesus, we can also remember that for
Mary and Joseph, the birth of our savior was a time of anxiety and hardship. Advent is
a time to remember this journey and to live out God’s calling to care for those in need.
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For this reason, I hope you will join me in an Advent Offering that supports the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) for domestic and international relief, and to
also care for those suffering hardship from natural disasters in Michigan. We are the
people of hope! We are the people of God! And together, we can help bring light into
the lives of those who are struggling in the dark.
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Blessings for a joyous Christmas season!

Blessings for a joyous Christmas season!

Bishop David Alan Bard

Bishop David Alan Bard

If giving using a check, please indicate “Bishop’s Advent Appeal ” in the memo line.
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